
IRS Payment Options
The IRS offers three main electronic payment systems for federal taxes. Here is a summary of 
their key differences:
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Feature IRS Online Account IRS Direct Pay Electronic Federal Tax 
Payment System (EFTPS)

Best for Individuals managing 
tax records and making 
payments

Individual taxpayers making 
one-time payments

Businesses and individuals 
with complex or recurring tax 
obligations

Registration Required Yes (via ID.me or Login.gov) No — You can use it 
immediately without creating 
an account

Yes (PIN mailed after 
enrollment; can take up to 
five business days)

Payment Types Personal income taxes, 
estimated payments, 
extensions

Primarily personal income 
taxes, estimated payments, 
and tax extensions

Income, employment, excise 
taxes, etc.

Scheduling Up to 365 days in advance Up to 365 days in advance Up to 365 days in advance

Recurring Payments Not supported Not supported — you must    
re-enter your information  
each time 

Supported, making it ideal for 
payroll or quarterly estimated 
taxes

Security Two-factor authentication; 
secure access to tax records

Uses SSN and date of birth   
for identity verification

Requires SSN/EIN, PIN, and 
password; includes two-factor 
authentication

Limits Up to $9,999,999 per 
transaction with a limit of 
three transactions per day

Up to $10 million per 
transaction; will only allow 
two payments in 24 hours

Up to $50 million per 
payment; allows four 
payments per session and 
five payments in 24 hours

Availability 24/7 access to account 
information and payment 
tools

Accessible 24/7 but only 
allows payments from U.S. 
bank accounts

Fully accessible 24/7 online 
or by phone

Unique Features View balances, payment 
history, notices, transcripts

No login required; fast and 
simple

Full payment history; 
automation; business support

Save Bank Information 
for Future Payments

Yes — bank info can be saved 
for reuse

No — You must re-enter    
each time

Yes — bank info is saved after 
enrollment

For assistance in selecting the payment option that fits your situation, contact your 
personal tax professional.


